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Influence of spatial and psychological distance as regulators of
consciousness to preserve coastal environment

Yamashita, Ryohei (Department of Environmental Science, Ishikawa Prefectural University)
Kono, Mariko (Department of Environmental Science, Ishikawa Prefectural University)

Abstract
The conservation of scarce local resources, including those of the local environment, for future
generations is presently an important issue for villages. One common problem in many areas is that
interested residents take the initiative to promote conservation activities but a majority of the
residents do not participate. In this study, we focus on an area where a section of the local residents
is interested in revitalizing the conservation activities to protect local oceanic resources. We
investigated the factors that regulate local awareness of environmental conservation according to a
spatial index and a psychological index. The findings of our investigation make it clear that positive
attitudes regarding environmental conservation were not dependent on age or sex but on the
recognition that the ocean is a healing place, which weighed heavily on both indices. Residents
living in coastal areas were more actively in favor of economic contributions such as donations. The
experience of working on the ocean and the recognition of the proud glory of the sea directly

affected residents’” desire to participate in environmental conservation.

Keywords: Tiger beetle / sea / environmental conservation / willingness to pay / willingness to

work



