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The Process of Transformation of the Female Image in Socialist Czechoslovakia

Ishikura, Mizue (Liberal Arts Education Center, Ishikawa Prefectural University)

Abstract

Did socialism overcome gender and lead to women's liberation? This paper examines the nature of women's liberation
during the socialist period in Czechoslovakia, focusing on transforming of the female image as workers. Socialism
dismantled the traditional family system and promoted women's employment, but not all of its measures were intended to
liberate women but rather to build a healthy and robust socialist state. When the trend toward fewer children became
apparent with the increase in the number of working women, legal reforms retreated from women's liberation. The
socialism was reinterpreted as marriage, family, and child-rearing became an essential task.

An analysis of the female image as represented in the media in the late socialist period, focusing on the female image as
represented in the national celebration called Spartakiada, reveals the following points. First, the female image was
transformed from blue-collar workers on state farms in early socialism. The ideal woman was a worker who fulfilled her
housework, childbirth, and childcare duties, who had a gracefulness that was not valued by men, who valued strength. In
addition, they were white-collar workers in intellectual and other occupations, workers who did not violate the male
domain. The ideal female image can be described as “the second sex” who did not have anything in common with the

male image.

Keywords: Czechoslovakia / socialism , gender /" female image , family

- 103 -



