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Subjective Evaluation of Environmental Education Experienced in Compulsory
Education and Perceptions of the Future
: Survey-based Considerations for Post-Adult Feedback
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Abstract

Environmental education plays a prominent role in the Japanese curriculum covering years of compulsory schooling. This
study explores citizens' subjective evaluation of the existing environmental education and their perceptions of it in the
future. A review of previous studies shows that environmental education and environmental protection activities have
usually been evaluated through post-surveys. However, we used a web-based survey to generate results for analysis. The
main areas of inquiry were (1) how environmental education experiences and related activities during compulsory
education affect participants’ current environmental awareness and behavioral norms, based on self-evaluation, and (2)
perceptions of the ideal direction for environmental education in the future. Although a clear statistical relationship was
found between positive experiences of environmental education and continued awareness, a minority of respondents

thought that environmental education should be further enhanced.
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