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A Study of the Processes by which Childhood Experiences
of Capturing Small Animals
Influence the Affinity toward Nature in Adulthood

Uéda, Tetsuyuki (Professor emeritus, Ishikawa Prefectural University)

Kusamitsu, Noriko (The Japan Association of Rural Solution for Environmental Conservation
and Resource Recycling)

Abstract

Using the results of a questionnaire survey of Katsuyama residents in Fukui Prefecture, we analyzed the effects of
childhood experiences of capturing creatures in nature on their affinities toward nature in adulthood, mainly by using
structural equation modeling techniques. The latent variables were defined as "fulfillment of play" in childhood, "unique
sensibility" associated with the formation of the "primal scene", scenes which were kept in mind in childhood and they
become supporting the lives in adulthood, "universal sensibility" which is thought to be innate to many people, and
"nature values" which represent their affinities and actions for nature in adulthood. Observational variables for these
latent variables included the species number of animal captured, willingness to talking for children about their own
childhood experiences, recall the primal scene, impressions of the scenery of red dragonflies flying in flocks, evaluation
of the richness of red dragonflies, and willingness to purchase rice produced in paddies where many red dragonflies were
emerging. The results of the analysis revealed that childhood enrichment of nature play did not have a direct impact on
the value of nature. It did have a significant indirect impact by developing a unique sensibility and its influence on

universal sensibilities.

Key words : childhood experiences in nature, primal scene, unique sensitivity, universal sensitivity, affinity toward nature



