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ST AFEIC IR AT AEEEZ Nz, K
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S0 NI ZEFROFEE A RIZIEE L Tw b
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bo =RV TP EINT, =K A5 T
14XV FDOARDEF TH > 72, Saito and Koike
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Abstract

We used motion-activated cameras to investigate the medium-sized mammalian fauna of Kanazawa Castle Park, Ishikawa
Prefecture, Japan. Raccoon dogs, masked palm civets, Japanese martens, Japanese badgers, red foxes, Japanese weasels,
and domestic cats were observed. Raccoon dogs and domestic cats were consistently recorded in all study months,
indicating regular use of the park area. Less frequently encountered species fell into two categories: the first included
species that actively use the neighboring residential areas and use the park area only occasionally, such as the masked
palm civet; and the second included species that travel into the park from the greenbelts in the Kodatsuno terrace and stay
in the park temporarily, such as Japanese martens, badgers, and weasels, and red foxes. The daily activity patterns of wild
mammals differed from those of domestic cats in that wild mammals were recorded more frequently at night than during
the day, when tourist were there. Kanazawa Castle Park comprises highly fragmented, small forest patches that may not
fully meet the habitat requirements of most forest mammals. However, the park also provides important connectivity with
the Kodatsuno terrace greenbelts, which act as ecological corridors. Finally, although the park may provide a refuge for

some species, high human activity may also restrict mammal activity during the day.
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