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Environmental Conservation Agriculture Efforts for the Return of the
Japanese Crested Ibis to the Wild in the Noto Peninsula

:Paddy Field Organisms in the First Year of the Project in the Awazu Area, Suzu City

Rico NISHINO (Department of Environmental Science, Ishikawa Prefectural University),
Shun HASHIMOTO (Division of Environmental Sciences, Ishikawa Prefectural University),
Daisuke UTSUNOMIYA (Suzu City Hall / Noto SDGs Labo.),
Yusuke UENO (Department of Environmental Science, Ishikawa Prefectural University / Noto SDGs Labo.)

Abstract

In May 2022, Japan’s Ministry of the Environment began publicly soliciting candidate sites to
release of the crested ibis, and in August 2022, the Noto Peninsula in Ishikawa Prefecture was
selected. In February 2023, Ishikawa Prefecture established a model area for promoting the release
of the crested ibis in each of the nine cities and towns on the Noto Peninsula, and began efforts
toward environmentally friendly agriculture. Therefore, we decided to survey of organisms in and
around the paddy fields and vegetation between rice paddies in the Awazu area of Suzu City, one of
the model areas. The results of the Kruskal-Wallis test showed that the average population of four of
the nine taxa (dragonflies, tadpoles, dragonflies, and grasshoppers) differed between the
conventional cultivation, model paddy field (pesticide-saving cultivation), and biotope, but the
changes differed among the taxa. Since this is the first year of the conservation agriculture initiative,
there may not have been enough time to see significant effects, such as increased biodiversity. In the
future, it will be useful to clarify how the biodiversity of rice paddies changes as the project
progresses, to expand effective natural regeneration methods and environmental improvement for the
crested ibis.

Keywords: crested ibis, environmentally friendly agriculture, reintroduction to the wild, bird release,
biodiversity conservation
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