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Abstract

In this paper, we visualize the changes in the agricultural labor force and agricultural land use in
Ishikawa Prefecture from 2005 to 2020 using the Census of Agriculture and Forestry to understand
the time-series changes in these indicators. The results showed that the agricultural labor force (total
number of farm households) was declining throughout the prefecture. In the Noto Peninsula,
however, there was a mosaic of villages with zero arable land. The result of the projection of the
agricultural structure in 2025 shows that 53% of all towns in 2025 will see a decrease in both the
area of cultivated land under management and the number of farm households. This result suggests
that small-scale farmers will leave farming and that farmland will continue to be concentrated in the
hands of core farmers. On the other hand, the number of core farmers themselves will decrease, and
there is concern about the occurrence of abandoned farmland over a wide area.
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